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The UN-Habitat mandate: SUSTAINABLE CITIES
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Sustainable urban development for social inclusion and ending poverty

Sustainable and inclusive urban prosperity and opportunities for all

Environmentally sustainable and resilient urban development



1. WORKING AT MULTIPLE SCALES 
The Territory, City and Neighburhoods

3 |   Bridge for Cities



SUSTAINABLE

URBAN
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2. ALIGNED PLANNING: DESIGN, FINANCE AND LEGISLATION
Three-pronged approach to urbanization
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• Establishes a strategic vision for urban growth.

• Determines how land is allocated for residential,

commercial, industrial, and public spaces

• Plans for efficient transportation, utilities, and public

amenities to meet community needs

• Designs cities that are accessible, sustainable, and

adaptable to future challenges.

• Generates revenue through taxes,

fees, and grants to fund urban

projects.

• Allocates funds effectively to

prioritize essential services and

infrastructure.

• Finances the implementation of

plans.

• Stimulates economies by creating

jobs and attracting investment.

• Establishes laws and regulations that

govern urban development and land use.

• Provides the authority to enforce

planning decisions and building codes.

• Protects the rights of residents and

investors, encouraging participation.

• Ensures governance processes are

open and officials are held responsible

for their actions.



3. Spatial Development Framework 



4. SYSTEMATIC YET ADAPTABLE PROCESSES
Our City Plans Toolbox 
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Global methodology to guide urban planning 
processes with a focus on participation

• Structured in 4 phases, 14 blocks, 54 

activities, 40 tools (templates)

• Digital platform : Filters according to 

subject areas, resource repository, project 

management functions

• Links: https://ourcityplans.org/

https://ourcityplans.org/


5. CAPITAL INVESTMENT PLANNING TO LEAD RESOURCES 
STRATEGICALLY
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The Spatial CIP tool is designed to integrate

spatial planning with financial allocation,

enhance project prioritization, and align urban

investments with strategic development goals
for effective implementation and sustainability.

• Own Source Revenue enhancement

• Spatial, financial, resource, capacity,

phasing co-ordination

• Participation in prioritization

• Unified vision

• Integrated (sectoral, scalar, thematic)

approach

• Bridging the gap between policy and

physical improvement

• Facilitating the implementation of plans

• Ensuring implementation and long-term

sustaining of global targets



6. IMPACTING HOUSING, NEIGHBOURHOODS AND URBAN QUALITY 
THROUGH INTEGRATED PROJECTS
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OBJECTIVE:

Redevelopment of an informal
area maintaining the population
on site

TOOLS:

Land Readjustment
Participatory process
Design of typologies and public
spaces
Private and public investment

OUTCOME:

Innovation in the local tools
Quality design
Inclusionary solution
Economic gains
Geen spaces protected and
enhanced

MEDELLIN, COLOMBIA



7. LIVABLE AND SMART CITIES 
Back to basics without leaving anyone behind
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Thank you!

www.unhabitat.org


